STOLYPIN REAL PERIL 
OF RUSSIA, SAYS WISE 


Question Now Is, Declares Rabbi, 
What’s to.Become of Empire: 
and Its Jewish Millions? 


CZAR’S POLICY OF- BLOOD 


Premier Had Condoned Murder, Had 
Legallzed Assassination, and His 
Own End Was Inevitable. 


Rabbi Stephen S. Wise of the Free Syn- 
agogue, in his sermon appropriate to the 
Jewish New Year, in Carnegie Hall yes- 
terday, dwelt with intense emphasis upon 
the causes of the assassination of Stoly- 
pin in Russia. ‘That assassination, he 
i showed, was indirectly Stolypin’s own 
“work, since it was the direct and inev- 
itable result of conditions that he had 
created. The Czar himself had proved 
that he was definitely committed to the 
policy of protecting lawlessness. The 
question demanding: present answer was, 
“What is to become of Russia and its 
Jewish millions? ” 

In the course of his sermon Rabbi Wise 
said: 

“The assassination of Stolypin may be 
inexcusable, but it is not inexplicable. 
And explained it should, be, if it can be, 
to a people whose Government is prompt 
to condole with Russia upon the passing 
of Stolypin and tardy to recognize the in- 
dependence of the Republic of Portugal 
' «The world is greatly stirred over the 
assassination of Stolypin. It is a fearful 

rime, and the world must needs deplore 

t, as reasoning mèn deplore every act of 
violence. But terrible as it is, it is not 
more terrible than any one of the thou- 
sand deeds which the victim himself com- 
mitted or caused to be committed in Rus- 
sia during his.premiership. The manner 
of his death was not more abhorrent than 
the manner of his lfe. While he was 
slain for a cause, he slew and pillaged 
and tortured without cause. While the 
Jews and the overloyal Finns and Poles 
were the innocent victims of a brutal syB- 
tem, Stolypin was fits gullty author and 
abettor. E 
Stolypin Sanctioned His Own Doom. 


“The death of Stolypin was inevitable. 
We had legalized assassination, he had 
condoned ‘murder, he had sanctioned ra- 
pine, until at last the assassination which 
he legalized and sanctioned, and even 
subsidized, is become his own doom. His 
assassin will be punished, but assassins of 
Jewish and Finnish subjects of the Rus- 
sian Empire remain unpunished, yea, even 
are rewarded for their crimes. 

“Moreover, the world must remember 
that the death of Stolypin is an incident, 
and not more than that, in a terrible and 
ceaseless civil war—a war that must go 
on until Russia be free and the Stolypins 
and Trepoffs and Plehves shall for all 
time have become impossible. War it is, 
even though Russia has been mighty 
enough for a time, through remorseless 
cruelty and relentless tyranny. to crush 
out the faintest signs of revolution. Sto- 
lypin ‘fell a victim of a war which he had 


fought throughout the five years of his 
infamous rule with nothing less than bar- 
baric ferocity. We speak of one who has 
been stricken and lies dead, and still this 
is no time for empty speech.: Stolypin had 
been responsible, in large part, for five 
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' years of blood-stained hell’ for Israel’s 
millions in Russia, and the last hours of 
his life were devoted to the working out 
of a scheme which, as the foremost Jew- 
ish journal in Etrope well put it, was to 
: give an added and final turn to the screw 
that is grinding out the lives of the sons 
[and daughters of Israel in the empire of 
‘the Czar. 


Planned to Crush Every Jew. 

“A -high-sounding title had been given 
ito this latest plot — about the ab- 
| solute and ultimate degradation of Rus- 
'sia’s Jewish subjects, namely, the Russi- 
i fication of the commerce of the empire. 
'But under the guise of this name the late 
' Premier and his servitors had set out to 
work the financial ruin of Jewish mer- 
'chants, and Jewish bankers, and Jewish 
traders. In other words, up to this time 


Russian abuse had been leveled chiefly 


against the most defenseless class—the 
abjectly poor—but at last the prosperous 
classes were to be scourged. Physically, 
intellectually, and morally Russia had 
long done its worst. It is, and will be, to 
the lasting shame of the slain Premier 
that he devised the plan to crush every 
Jew in business in the Russian Empire. 

“A raving anti-Semitic monk said not 
long ago: ‘We already possess a plan 
that will rid Russia of the Jewish peril.’ 

But the real peril of Russia during the 
last five years has been not the Jewish 
peril, but the Stolypin peril. Alas! that 
a man of his great power of leadership 
should have been willing to make himself 
‘the head and front of an inhuman and 
Godless movement. against an unoffend- 
ing people in order to win to his support 
'the adherence of the most reactionary 
and retrogressive elements in the Russian 
Empire. 

“This last abominable scheme of Stoly- 
pin was designed to bring about an emi- 
gration en masse from Russia. Instead 
of throwing opgn the doors of the Pale, as 
Tolstoy said should have been done in ac- 
cordance with the terms of the Czar's 
manifesto, the gateway of Russia was to 
have been flung open and Stolypin was to 
have taken unte himself the task of driv- 
ing Israel out. At the very beginning of 
this anti-Jewish campaign, which was to 
have been prosecuted with unparalleled 
vigor, Stolypin is felled by the blow of a 
wretched and probably half-crazed creat- 
ure. who is himself a creation of the Sto- 
lypin régime. E 


The Czar’s Heavier Responsibinity. 


Only one man has borne a still heavier 
responsibility for the crimes of Russia 
during the reign of Stolypin, and that is 
the Czar himself. His sanction of the 
campaign of the monk, Iliadore, proves 
that the Emperor of Russia is definitely 


committed to the policy of protecting law- 

lessness. The assassins of Liberal mem- 
bers of the Duma are held in honor, 
wherefore lawlessness is becoming the 
recognized passport to imperial favor. 

‘As for the charge that many Jews 
have identified themselves with the party 
of the Revolution. it suffices to recall 
the interview between Stolypin and Baron 
Ginsburg, at the head of a deputation 
of rabbis, some months ago. Baron Gins- 
burg, a faithful servant alike of Russia 
and of his people, pleaded with Stolypin 
to-relent in his severity toward the Jews. 
But Stolypin answered brusquely, ‘AMN 
Jews are revolutionaries. Be good and 
religious, but we make no promises.’ 
Then, io the honor of Baron Ginsburg be 
it recalled, the latter rose and said: ‘ All 
Russians participated in the revolution. 
There are only six million Jews in the 
country, and yet all the blame for the up- 
Feaval is thrown on them. If we are to 
go to our people and ask .tthem to be 
good, we must also promise them better 
times.’ 

“The Jew was condemned for being 
of the party of the revolution when tin 
truth it were to the shame of Israel if 
iis sons, and the noblest among them, 
were not of the party of the Revolution. 
As a member of the Cadet Party said not 
very long ago: ‘I would be surprised if 
they were otherwise. Russian laws drive 
them into the revolutionary ranks. You 
have never acted toward them in a Chris- 
tian spirit, and by your measures against 
them, you are a blot upon Christianity.’ 

“But the question is: What is to be- 
come of Russia and its Jewish millioris 
now? Js the fatal policy of Stolypin to 
be revived, or is Russia to see at last 
that, if it will but deal justly with its 
Jewish subjects and mete out to them 
the equality of treatment which it has 
too long withheld, it will gain at last the 
respect of the Western World and win 
the unimpairable loyalty and everlasting 
gratitude of a natively peaceful people, 
prepared in all lands to serve the common 
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i weal with devotion.and with power? ” 5 
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